CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 12th MAY  2005.

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 


Tim Harker






Becky Withers – Vice Chair

Jonny Sykes 



Teresa Bernard


David Clark – Parish Clerk
In attendance : KDC Cllr Peter Veasey and 3 parishioners.




ITEM 1 : 
 ELECTION OF CHAIR & VICE CHAIR

1.1
Cllr Shaw (Chair) sought nominations for ‘Chair’ and confirmed that he was prepared to accept re-nomination. Cllr Sykes proposed Bill Shaw for Chair, seconded by Cllr Harker, and this was agreed unanimously. Cllr Withers then confirmed that she was prepared to accept re-nomination as Vice Chair. Cllr Harker  nominated her as Vice Chair, seconded by Cllr Shaw, and this was agreed unanimously. (Clerk’s note : both signed ‘Written Undertakings’ which are filed with these minutes).
ITEM 2 : 
APOLOGIES :  Cllr David Brown (on holiday) and Cllr Nick Conder (med-op)

ITEM 3 :
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
3.1
Cllr Withers declared a possible interest in Item 11since her husband had earlier supplied a cost estimate for Dragons Teeth (see minutes of 17th March). It was agreed that this was not prejudicial.  
ITEM 4 :
CONFIRMATION OF REVISED STANDING ORDERS
4.1
The Chair drew attention to the new para 10 which the Clerk had inserted to cover the earlier agreed position on the FOI Act and, in particular, the provision for Racial Equality and Crime & Disorder. Cllr Withers proposed acceptance of the revised Standing Orders as 12th May 2005 Issue, seconded by Cllr Bernard, and unanimously agreed.  With regard to the Council’s Information Publication Scheme, it was agreed that this need not be revised but is to continue to be displayed on the Council official notice board by the Village Hall. 
ITEM 5 :
REVIEW/CONFIRMATION OF CLERK’S CONTRACT
5.1
The Chair noted that the contract should be revised to reflect the new ‘Model Contract’ and ‘Disciplinary Procedures’ but that advice was still awaited from WALC/NALC on how these might best be interpreted and applied. He proposed that the contact be confirmed subject to revision as soon as appropriate advice was available.  This was agreed by all.
ITEM 6 :
APPOINTMENT OF PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
6.1
The following representatives were agreed by all:-
Playing Field Cttee : Mr Lee Merritt and Mr John Burden(Jnr) ( the Clerk confirmed that both were content to continue in the positions).

Chute Village Hall Cttee : Cllr Nick Conder to continue as Council representative.

Chute Fete Cttee :  Cllr Jonny Sykes to continue as Council representative.
Chute VDS Team :  Cllr Jonny Sykes to continue as Council representative.

Internal Auditor : Mr N Orrlik to continue (Clerk confirmed she is willing to do so).
Community Emergency Volunteer :  Mr Barry Caddick to continue ( Chair noted that there will be little to report until the October 05 exercise had been completed.)
ITEM 7 :
2004/05 ACCOUNTS : PROGRESS ON COMPLETION & AUDIT
7.1
The Clerk/RFO advised that the Accounts, also the analysis for audit, had been completed and made available to Mrs N Orlik the Internal Auditor on 25th April.  The target is to complete audit and present to the Council at the June meeting.  This was agreed to be satisfactory.
ITEM 8 :
APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES

8.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 17th March 2005 was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Bernard,  and approved by all.  

ITEM  9 :
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
9.1
Parish Wells (Item 4.1)  The Chair advised that Cllr Brown would make one last effort to contact Mr Strong and, if he failed, to seek an alternative expert – to be reviewed at next meeting. Action : D Brown

9.2
Residence Location Data (Item 4.2)   The Clerk confirmed that the maps had recently completed circulation – he would take forward asap.    Action : Clerk.
9.3
Environmental Conservation – Volunteer projects (Item 4.3)  Cllr Sykes advised that work proposed at Limmer Ponds was not appropriate and this was accepted.  It was agreed that some other project should might well be found and that, in the meantime, the Clerk should seek confirmation that this form of manpower/project assistance would continue to be available. Action : Clerk.

9.4
Lime Tree at Chute Cadley Green (Item 5.1)   The Clerk advised that the tree surgeon was content to do the work in May/June, KDC had approved the work, but the Electricity Company had yet to confirm a date for dis-connection of the power lines and whether there would be a charge.  Action : Clerk
9.5
Fly Tipping (Item 7.1)  In Cllr Brown’s absence it was agreed that this should be placed on the agenda for the June meeting. Action : Clerk.

ITEM 10 :
REPAIR OF BUS SHELTER – REVIEW OF REVISED TENDER 
10.1
A revised tender (restricted to re-instatement repair) dated 10th May 05 from Mr E Quirk was received at the meeting - total cost £980.00.  It was noted that the cost after vat recovery would be £834.00 which was considerably in excess of the other re-instatement tender from Grandis : £595.00.  
10.2
The consensus view was that the local tradesman might have a better appreciation of the work required and the quality of his work was known.  However, it was noted that with the insurance claim restriction to the lower figure less the £100 excess,  the cost to Council funds of accepting the higher tender would rise from £100 to £339.
10.3
Subsequent discussion revealed that the vat status of Mr Quirk was unknown and,  if he was not registered,  the cost to the council of accepting his tender would rise to £485(£980 - £495).  It was therefore decided that Mr Quirk’s vat status should be determined before a decision was made on which tender to accept.   Action : Clerk
ITEM 11 :
DRAGON’S TEETH – PILOT SCHEME
11.1
In the absence of Cllr Brown, who had been sounding out the views of the residents adjacent to the pilot project area, and the failure to obtain the views of the CPCC vis a vis parking restrictions, action on this should be deferred to the next meeting.  Action: All - Cllr Brown and Chair in particular.

ITEM 12 :
KG PLAYING FIELDS – ACCOUNTS/REPORT 2004/05

12.1
The Chair advised that the report and accounts, provided with the Agenda,  had been presented to the community at the Annual Parish Meeting and noted that the position seemed reasonable: also that they would inform the decision later in the year on release of the customary grant in aid. After discussion the Chair proposed their acceptance and formal vote of thanks to the KGPF Committee for their good work, seconded by Cllr Sykes, and unanimously agreed.
ITEM 13  :
INSURANCE : APPROVAL OF RENEWAL WITH ALLIANZ CORNHILL
13.1
The Clerk advised that the insurance renewal documents had completed circulation between 16 April and 5 May together with his assessment of the share to be borne by Chute PC, Chute Forest PC and the KGPF contribution – copies had been provided to these bodies. He also advised that Cllr Brown had noted that Members needed to be sure of the validity of the valuations of the property covered.  This latter point was discussed and all agreed that, coupled with the Insurance Coy uprating for inflation,  the action recorded in Autumn 2004 should be adequate for the present. (Clerks’s note: this was a reference to Item 14 of the minutes of the September 2004 Meeting).  The Chair then proposed acceptance of the invitation to renew insurance with Allianz Cornhill and this was agreed unanimously.
ITEM 14 :
FINANCE – APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS
14.1
Payment of the 3 sums, totalling £493.88, itemised in the agenda was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Withers, and unanimously agreed.

ITEM 15 :
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
15.1
The Clerk advised that both the following two applications had completed circulation between 17th April and 5th May.
15.1.1  Application to build a house on land opposite ‘Jimila’ , Lower Chute.  The unanimous position of the Council was that it did not object to the erection of a dwelling on this site but strongly objected to the scale, design, materials proposed in this application and cited the terms of the Conservation Area Statement in support of their position. The objections lodged with KDC by two neighbours were also similarly supported. 
15.1.2  Application for tree work/felling at 1 Butts Hill, Upper Chute.   The unanimous position of the Council was that there was no objection to sound management work on the Eucalyptus but there was a strong objection to the opening up of the area by felling of the Hollys - replacement planting would however be supported.
15.2
The Clerk read the following record of actions since the last meeting - all were content:-

51973/F  Englemere House, Upper Chute : erect stable block - No objection by PC
51976/Tr2 Cadley Green : Work on Lime Tree - PC Sponsored  - No objection  - KDC approved
ITEM 16 :
RESPONSE TO CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS & ENVIRONMENT ACT
16.1
The Clerk read the latest e.Mail advice from the Solicitor to KDC (April 18th) : “Having made enquiries of various Departments I have concluded that our Environment & Amenity Dept have a pro-active inspection and enforcement team within their service and so would use this legislation.  The conclusion therefore is that its probably better to leave the cleaning and enforcement to KDC” 
16.2
It was unanimously agreed that, particularly in view of the uncertainties over the position of the Clerk if these new powers were to be exercised locally,  it would be prudent to accept this advice for the present but to keep a watching brief on developments.
ITEM 17 :
REVIEW OF PROGRESS ON WEB-SITE

17.1
It was decided to defer consideration till the next meeting.  Agenda action :  Clerk 
ITEM 18 :
RESPONSE TO ST JOHNS AMBULANCE BUY-A-BRICK APPEAL
18.1
It was unanimously agreed that this was not an appropriate use for the Precept.

ITEM 19 :
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
19.1
Establishment of Youth Forum  The Chair agreed to try to take this forward. Action : Chair
19.2
Clerks Working Hours For period 5 July 04 to 30 Apl 05 were noted to be an average of 9.28 p/w and thus within the figure of 9.5 assumed for the Precept.
19.3
Councillors Special Interests These were confirmed unchanged – Clerk to place in Chronicle.
19.4
Breach of Planning Conditions  The Clerk advised that he had received a complaint and had duly passed this to KDC planning staff on an anonymous basis: results of investigation were awaited.
19.5
Community Cleansing Grant  The Clerk advised receipt of a (restricted grant) cheque for £100.
19.6
Recycling and Amenity Skips  The Clerk advised that since ‘green’ bins were not to be made available, he had made skip bookings (specified) : :the former free/the latter at a subsidised rate of £55.

19.7
Brief by KDC Cllr Peter Veasey  Cllr Veasey gave a general report on District Council matters with particular reference to the extent to which reserves would once again have to be reduced to maintain services but avoid ‘capping’ by central government : also with regard to the recent press interest in Cllrs’ allowances.



































19.8

Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled in June (Clerk’s note : on the 23rd) and there being no further business he then closed the meeting.
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Signed


Dated


